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Five-Story Towers Planned for Osgood Road

Whilealot of attention has been focused on plansfor the areaaround the ne w Warm SpringsBART station,
development of theareaaround thefuturelrvington BART station isstarting to take shape without much
publicity.

The proposed devel opmentsarewithinthe lrvington BART Transit Oriented Development (TOD) area, which
extendsahaf mileinall directions fromthefuture station. The propertiesto the north have already been
heavily developed with three-story townhouses and afour-story residential tower, but thoseto the south along
Osgood Road have remained untouched. That’ sabout to chan ge.

Housing Comes First

Thelrvington BART stationisslated bebuilt near theintersection of Osgood Road and Washington Boulevard.
Thetrack isin place, but thereisno firm datefor the actual construction or opening of the station.

Inthe meantime, most of the land on both sides of Osgood Road within the TOD has been designated for Urban
Residential development inthe Fremont General Plan. That isthe highest housing density allowed inthecity
and it permits devel opersto build from 30 to 70 dwelling unitsper net acre - usually apartmentsor condosin
high-risebuildings. Currently, there aretwo devel opmentsbeing proposed for thisarea.

Thefirstisthe Osgood Residences develbpment located at 42111 and 42183 Osgood Road, on thewest side
adjacent tothe BART and Union Pacific Railroad tracks. These two adjoining properties cover atotal of 1.6
acresand are currently occupied by two houses. The devel oper proposesto removethe housesand construct a
singlefive-story tower surrounded by aprivate roadway. The ground floor of the tower will beaparking
garage, and the upper four floorswill have 93 condominiums. V ehicle entrance and exit will beright-in/right-
out driveways on southbound Osgood. This project has been formally reviewed by the City of Fremont
Planning Department and is scheduled for presentation to the Planning Commission on March 12.



The second isthe Osgood Road Homes devel opment located on asingle lot at 41868 Osgood Road, on the east
side. Thislot coversjust one-half acreand isoccupied by ahouse. The developer plansto remove the house and
build asinglefive-story tower with adriveway along oneside. A parking garagewill occupy two floors — one
below ground, and the other at ground level. The upper threefloorswill contain 31 condominiums. Vehicle
entrance and exit will be asingle right-in/right-out driveway on northbound Osgood. Thisprojectisstill ina
preliminary review process.

Impacts

Projectsinvolvinghigh -density housing can havesignificantimpactssimplybecause of the large number of
dwellingsinvolved. Thetwo devel opments currently being proposed have atotal of 124 dwellings, but the
entirehaf-mile Transit Oriented Devel opment area a ong Osgood Road has the potential for adding up to 1,500
dwellings, al in multi-story buildings.

These 1,500 dwellings can be expected to result in an additional 1,500 to 3,000 veh iclesentering, exting, and
making U-turns onto Osgood Road, which isalready abusy commute route. Thistraffic will head north onto
Washington Boulevard and Driscoll Road or continue south to Auto Mall Parkway - all of which are
overcrowded commute routes. Thereare no other waysin and out of the area.

And finally, the number of children living in the new Osgood Road TOD areamay add 500 or more studentsto
thelocal schools. Many of these schools are already overcrowded, and accessto them requirestravel along
busy streets.

...and Issues

In addition to specificimpacts, there are al So some broader issues. Oneiswhether these Transit Oriented
Development projects should be built until thelrvington BART station isopened. Although funding for the
station wasincluded as part of the recently approved Alameda County Measure BB, thereisno firm
construction date and no guarantee that the approved fundswill be sufficient to finish the project.

Another issueiswhether such high -density devel opments should be built on individua small lots, or
whether it would be better to requirelarger lot sizesto allow amore unified planned district. Larger lotswould
reduce the number of in/out driveways a ong Osgood and p rovide room within each development for walkways,
tot lots, and other featuresneeded in an u rban community.

Toexpressyour commentsand concer nsabout these projects, contact the Planning Department :
Osgood Road TOD: Kristie Wheder at kwheder @fremont.gov

Osgood Residences: Terry Wong at twong@fremont.gov

Osgood Road Homes: David Wage at dwage@fr emont.gov

See mor e about these and other development projectsat:
www.ShapeOurFremont.com



